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Parliament, we have seen, had violated the rights of the Irish
Parliament; the Irish Parliament had had, for years, a strong
Catholic minority in it.    This state of things was not to be
endured by the great Puritan despot of England;  besides,
Cromwell doubtless perceived that the parliamentary unity of
the Three Kingdoms was necessary to secure for England a
leading place in Europe.    He did away with the Irish Parlia-
ment, but summoned a certain number of members, of course
of the dominant race and faith, to represent "Ireland in his
reformed House of Commons; he was thus the precursor of
the Union of another age.    His rule in Ireland continued to
be the stern tyranny it was from the first, but not a murmur
of discontent was heard; the land, we have said, was at peace
under the Puritan sword.    Henry Cromwell, who remained at
the head of Irish affairs, was a right-minded and humane man;
he restrained the fanaticism of his Council to a certain extent;
but the great mass of the Irish people was kept in a state of
abject submission.    The revolution, which after the death of
Cromwell led to the Restoration of Charles II, ran a course,
in Ireland, somewhat like that in England.    There was no
Rump like that of the Long Parliament, but the array and
its leading chiefs were divided; Ludlow, who had been ap-
pointed to command in Dublin, aspired to play the part of
Lambert; but a junta of the old Royalist officers seized the
reins of power, and  soon came  into communication with
Monk.    A slight attempt at opposition was made by Crom-
wellian soldiers, who had settled on their lands; but Ireland
like England declared for a "free Parliament," and Charles
was ere long seated on his Irish throne.
During the period we have been just surveying some of
the characteristics of the Ireland of the past disappear or
become less prominent. We pass from the Ireland of the
Pale extended by conquest, but still largely affected by Celtic
usage, to an Ireland subjugated and under English law; we